
BOARD OF REGENTS AGENDA ITEM 5 
STATE OF IOWA   SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 
 
 Contact:  Joan Racki 
 

FLOOD RECOVERY AUTHORIZATIONS (ISU) 
 
 
Actions Requested:  Consider: 
 
1. Ratifying the Executive Director’s actions related to the utilization of capital project delivery and 

purchasing processes to recover buildings temporarily lost due to flood damage at Iowa State 
University, as outlined in the attached document. 

 
2. Receiving the oral report on University flood recovery activities to date. 
  
Executive Summary:  During the week of August 8, 2010, substantial rain fell in the Ames area.  
Beginning on the evening of August 10, 2010, and continuing into August 11, 2010, Squaw Creek, 
which travels through the campus, and the Skunk River to the east created significant flooding in a 
number of University facilities.  
 
On August 25, 2010, Executive Director Donley received a letter from Iowa State University Vice 
President for Business and Finance, Warren Madden, requesting authorization to utilize identified 
capital project delivery and purchasing processes to accelerate the recovery of buildings temporarily 
lost due to flood damage.  Executive Director Donley made a finding of the need to institute 
emergency procedures under Iowa Code subsection 262.34.2 (see below) and authorized the use of 
the capital project and purchasing processes identified in the attachment to this agenda item.  Board 
ratification of the Executive Director’s actions is requested.  (The processes requested by the 
University are similar to those authorized by the Board for flood recovery at the University of Iowa in 
2008.) 
 
Background:  In 2009, the following subsection (subsection 2) was added to Iowa Code 262.34. 
 

Notwithstanding subsection 1, when a delay in undertaking a repair, restoration, or 
reconstruction of a public improvement might cause serious loss or injury at an 
institution under the control of the state board of regents, the executive director of the 
board, or the board, shall make a finding of the need to institute emergency 
procedures under this subsection.  The board by separate action shall approve the 
emergency procedures to be employed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H:\BF\2010\sept10\0910_ITEM5emergencycontracting.doc 
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