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IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY: 

ISU enrolled 36,660 students in 
Fall 2016, a record. ISU has set 
new enrollment highs for eight 
consecutive years.

The ISU Northeast Research Farm 
celebrated its 40th anniversary in 
August 2016.

In April 2017, four Iowa State 
University students  - Matthew 
Cook, Mouhamad Said Daiallo, 
Courtney Smith, and Mengyu 
“Allen” Wang - received 
Goldwater Scholarships, the 
nation’s premier undergraduate 
scholarship in mathematics, 
natural sciences and engineering

The Ames Laboratory celebrated 
its 70th anniversary in May 2017.

U.S. News and World Report 
ranked Iowa State’s department 
of agricultural and biosystems 
engineering the best in the nation.

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA:

SUI enrolled 33,334 students in Fall 
2016, including a record 5,643 first-
year undergraduates.

The new UI Visual Arts Building 
was dedicated in October 2016.

The new UI Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital welcomed its 
first patients in February 2017. It’s 
the only hospital in Iowa to be 
nationally ranked for children’s 
health care.

Melissa Shivers was named 
vice president for student life in 
May 2017. She brings 20 years 
of experience serving students, 
most recently as associate vice 
chancellor for student life and 
dean of students at the University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville.

11 UI graduate programs ranked 
among nation’s best according to 
U.S. News and World Report. The 
UI also moved up two spots to No. 
31 in magazine’s rankings of the 
nation’s best public universities. 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA: 

UNI’s total fall enrollment was 
11,095, including a record 1,115 
minority students

The Schindler Education Center 
was rededicated in March 2017 
after an 18-month renovation 
that featured $38 million in 
improvements.

UNI ranked in the top third of 
all U.S. institutions in Money 
Magazine’s “2017 Best Colleges 
for Your Money” list.

Deirdre Heistad, associate 
professor and director of 
Undergraduate Studies, was 
selected as a recipient of the 
national Outstanding First-Year 
Student Advocate of the Year 
Award in February 2017.

2016-17 NOTABLES

REGENTS ENTERPRISE:
Enrollment at the three Regent universities 
reached 81,899 students in Fall 2016.

The Board appointed Mark Nook, 
previously chancellor at Montana State 
University Billings, as the 11th president 
of the University of Northern Iowa in 
December 2016. Nook took office in 
February 2017.

Regent Rachael Johnson received the 

prestigious Truman Scholarship in April. 
The scholarship is awarded by the Harry S. 
Truman Scholarship Foundation in support 
of its mission to select and support the next 
generation of public service leaders.

The Board elected Michael J. Richards 
to serve as its 22nd president in May 
2017, succeeding Bruce Rastetter. Patty 
Cownie was elected president pro tem, 
succeeding Katie Mulholland.
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BY THE NUMBERS

Jobs at the research parks 
of Regent institutions.

Total Companies at 
research parks162

3,460

Revenue to Iowa 
companies from 

our inventions 
and technologies

$9.56
MILLION

STRATEGIC GOALS

Iowa’s public universities 
significantly impact economic 
development in three primary 

ways.
First, the regent universities 

offer research-based expertise 
and business assistance directly to 
Iowans, industry and communities 
in all 99 counties.

Second, the universities 
conduct academic research that 
results in intellectual property, 
discoveries and innovations 
available to business, industry and 
the marketplace. 

Third, Iowa’s public universities 
educate Iowa’s workforce, 
ensuring a competent, qualified 
pool of applicants for Iowa 
businesses. 

Sponsored funding at Iowa’s 
public universities topped $1 

billion in FY 2017. 
$1

BILLION

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Read the Board of Regents Strategic Plan at the URL below
http://www.iowaregents.edu/plans-and-policies/strategic-plan/

Tuition: The Board approved 
differential and across-the-board 
tuition increases at its July 2016 
meeting. Undergraduate tuition 
rates for the 2016-17 academic 
year are below

University of Iowa
 Resident .................... $7,128
 Nonresident ............ $27,366

Iowa State University
 Resident .................... $7,098
 Nonresident ............ $20,462

University of Northern Iowa
 Resident .................... $7,098
 Nonresident ............ $17,640

Distance Learning: Duplicated 
Enrollment (includes both those 
enrolled in on-campus courses 
and online courses) was 72,073 
in 2015-16, an increase of more 
than 10 percent from 2014-15. Enrollment 
came from all 99 Iowa counties with the 
Business, Education, Family and Consumer 
Sciences, Recreation and fitness, and 
Health Professions fields serving as nearly 
half of total enrollment (46 percent).

Of Financial aid awarded to students 
at the public universities in 2015-16.

$1.03
BILLION

17,274 Degrees awarded 
in 2016-17.

35 New companies at 
research parks
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FINANCIAL PROFILE

The Board of Regents 
governs a $5.68 billion 
enterprise that includes a 

world-class teaching hospital, 
two nationally ranked AAU 
research universities, two 
Special Schools and over 
80,000 students. A major 
role of the Board is financial 
oversight, which includes state 
appropriations and restricted 
funds.

During FY 2017, the 
General Assembly approved 
mid-year permanent funding 
reduction totaling $20.75 
million across the three 
public universities. State 
appropriations for the Regents 
Enterprise totaled $584.28 
million in FY 2017, a reduction 
of $14.15 million from FY 2016. 

Iowa’s three public 
universities received $492.93 
million in state appropriations 
during FY 2017. In 2009, state 
appropriations for the three 
public universities totaled 
more than $577 million, a 
difference of more than $84.58 
million.

The table below includes revenues and expenditures for all operating units 
of the Regents Enterprise, excluding UIHC. The three public universities, special 
purpose units and the two special schools are included.

STATE APPROPRIATIONS 
IN FY 2017

Restricted Funds, dollars 
specifically designated for 
a particular purpose or 
enterprise, exceeded $2.64 
billion in FY 2017. Restricted 
funds include funding for 
capital projects, sponsored 
funding from federal and 
private sources, athletics, 
as well as other auxiliary or 
independent functions such as 
residence, parking, and utility 
systems.
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Nationally recognized as a best 
tuition value, Iowa’s public 
universities cost significantly 

less than their peer institutions. The 
Regents Enterprise froze tuition 
for 2.5 years, representing the first 
consecutive tuition freezes since the 
1970s. 

For the Spring 2016 semester, 
undergraduate resident tuition was 
raised 3% for Iowa State University 

and the University of Northern 
Iowa at the December 2015 Board of 
Regents meeting. Proposed tuition for 
undergraduate resident students at 
the University of Iowa was scheduled 
to increase 3% for FY 2017 at that 
meeting.

The Board passed a two percent, 
across the board tuition increase for 
FY 2017 in December 2016. Following 
the Iowa Legislature’s mid-year 

funding reduction of $20.75 million 
for FY 2017 and a $9.58 million 
reduction in FY 2018 funding, the 
Board revisited tuition at the June 
2017 meeting. Resident undergraduate 
tuition rates were raised a further 
three percent, bringing the total 
resident undergraduate tuition 
increase for Fall 2017 to five percent.

TUITION RATES

SUI
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,698
Michigan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,402
Minnesota  . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,142
UCLA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,920
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,769
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,488
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,388
Ohio State  . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,037
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,144
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . . $8,834
Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,575

Avg excluding SUI . . . . . . $11,882

ISU
Penn State . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,900
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,698
Minnesota  . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,142
Michigan State  . . . . . . . . $14,063
UC-Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,046
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,488
Ohio State  . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,037
Texas A&M . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,030
Purdue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,002
North Carolina State . . . . . $8,880
Iowa State  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,219

Avg excluding ISU . . . . . . $12,529

UNI
SIU-Edwardsville . . . . . . . . $13,663
UMASS-Dartmouth . . . . . . $13,593
Minnesota, Duluth . . . . . . $12,617
College of Charleston  . . $11,811
Eastern Illinois . . . . . . . . . . $11,580
Ferris State  . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,138
James Madison . . . . . . . . $10.390
Northern Iowa  . . . . . . . . . . $8.309
Western Washington . . . . . $8,268
Truman State . . . . . . . . . . . $7,456
Marshall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,154

Avg excluding UNI  . . . . . $10,767

2016-17 TUITION AND FEES PEER COMPARISON

State appropriations continue 
to lag behind enrollment 
growth. For the FY 2017 

budget, 62.5 percent of the dollars 
available to educate students 
will come from the students 
themselves in the form of tuition 
revenue. State appropriations 
will comprise only 33.1 percent 
of General University Funding. 
Those numbers were nearly 
flipped in 2001 - 63.7 percent of 
dollars came from appropriations, 
while 30.6 percent came from 
tuition.

HISTORICAL 



Michael J. Richards, President, West Des Moines
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