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Subject: FW: Inquiry #193 (11), #194 (11), and #195 (11)

 
_____________________________________________ 
From: Brunson, Marcia R [BOARD]  
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 2:50 PM 
To: 'bobd@meardonlaw.com'; Rose Vasquez; 'craiglangbor@ifbf.org'; 'ruth.harkin@cox.net'; 'Greta Johnson'; 'Bonnie J. 
Campbell'; Jack Evans; 'Michael Gartner' 
Cc: 'brastetter@hawkeye-energy.com'; 'regentcarroll@gmail.com'; 'ksmulholland5@linnmar.k12.ia.us' 
Subject: FW: Inquiry #193 (11), #194 (11), and #195 (11) 
 
 
Please see attachments below.  These are two emails received relative to the agenda item on the establishment of the 
Harkin Institute.  Patrice Sayre has also received a couple of phone calls expressing similar concerns.   
 
Marcia 
 

__________________________________  

Marcia R. Brunson  
Policy and Operations Officer  
Board of Regents, State of Iowa  
11260 Aurora Avenue  
Urbandale, IA  50322  
(515)281-6418 (phone)  
(515)281-6420 (fax)  
mbruns@iastate.edu  
http://www.regents.iowa.gov  
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: Brunson, Marcia R [BOARD]  
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 2:40 PM 
To: 'dmiles@miles-capital.com'; Donley, Robert [BOARD] 
Cc: McCarthy, Ann M [GOV R] 
Subject: Inquiry #193 (11), #194 (11), and #195 (11) 
 
 

Two more inquiries relating to the Harkin Institute.  Also I received one phone call (#193) expressing concerns 
similar to those expressed in these emails. 
 
Marcia 
 

Inquiry #194 (11) 
Harkin

Inquiry #195 (11) 
harkin cente...

 
 

__________________________________  

Marcia R. Brunson  
Policy and Operations Officer  
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Two more inquiries relating to the Harkin Institute.  Also I received one phone call (#193) expressing concerns 
similar to those expressed in these emails. 
 
Marcia 
 

Inquiry #194 (11) 
Harkin

Inquiry #195 (11) 
harkin cente...

 
 

__________________________________  

Marcia R. Brunson  
Policy and Operations Officer  
Board of Regents, State of Iowa  
11260 Aurora Avenue  
Urbandale, IA  50322  
(515)281-6418 (phone)  
(515)281-6420 (fax)  
mbruns@iastate.edu  
http://www.regents.iowa.gov  
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From: Richclone@aol.com
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 1:32 PM
To: mbruns@iastate.edu
Subject: Inquiry #194 (11) Harkin

Under no circumstance should a building be named at our Universities for a living person who has not personally paid for 
the major cost of constructing such building. 
  
This would include any politician still alive who has not paid a dime towards the construction of the building. 
  
Richard C and Iona M Van Vleet 
3409 Eula Dr 
Urbandale, Iowa 50322 
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From: Melisse Gray [melissemarie@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 2:05 PM
To: mbruns@iastate.edu
Subject: Inquiry #195 (11) harkin center

I am contacting you regarding the Harkin Center.  I am a taxpayer in the state of Iowa, and I graduated from Iowa State 
University with a DVM in 1995.  I obtained your email address from the Iowa Board of Regents website.  I would like to 
express my dismay regarding the proposed Harkin Center.  Naming a "think tank" after a senator that is currently in 
office is not appropriate at a public university.  In addition, it is my understanding that Senator Harkin's wife is currently 
a member of the Board of Regents, which would create a conflict of interest if she voted on this issue.  Iowa State is a 
land grant, public university and as such, should at least pretend to be open to all views, and not push any specific 
political agenda.  I am also the mother of 2 children that will be attending college within the next 5 years and it upsets 
me that a public university would consider creating the perception of being so biased.  I would like my children to 
experience various viewpoints in college, I defintitely do not want a political agenda forced on them.  I understand that 
the institute would not be funded by taxpayer money, but it would be associated with Iowa State which is supported by 
Iowa taxpayers.  I read an article by the AP which indicated the instituted would "hire professors and graduate students 
who would study key areas that relfect Sen. Harkin's policy priorities."  This does not sound like an institute that would 
even pretend to be open to various viewpoints, but rather an institute that would be pushing a political agenda. At the 
very least, voting on this should be delayed, as requested by Governor Branstad.  An even more appropriate action 
would be to not name the institute after Senator Harkin, someone who is currently in office representing democrats.  At 
the very least, naming this institute after Harkin gives a preception of bias.  It would be nice if a public university could at 
least pretend to be neutral. 
Sincerely 
Melisse Schiling, DVM 
1063 N Avenue 
Jefferson, IA  50129 
 


